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MAHATMA’S STATUE IN LONDON PARLIAMENT SQUARE: A new statue of Mahatma Gandhi was 
unveiled by India’s Finance Minister Arun Jaitley in Parliament Square, London – and thereby hangs 
a tale.                Details on Page 5

Immigration 
seminar sparks 
big response

By A Staff Reporter
So as a South Asian Cana-
dian denied being able to 
sponsor your senior par-
ent — or spouse, or who-
ever — you think Canada 
doesn’t like South Asians 
in particular?

Think again!
A recent seminar on im-

migration issues organized 
by Arif Lakhani, the fed-
eral Liberal candidate for 
Parkdale-High Park, saw 
all representatives from the 
riding — Italians, Portu-
guese, Poles, Hungarians, 
even erstwhile Americans 
— all coming out with their 
hard-luck stories, alongside 
those of Indian, Pakistani, 
Sri Lankan and Arab ori-
gin.

One of the pet peeves 
aired was the arbitrary na-
ture of the decisions taken. 
So while one applicant is 
denied, another from the 
same area and in the same 
set of circumstances is ap-
proved a visa.

“In this, the Chandigarh 
centre is one of the worst 
places,” stated veteran Lib-
eral MP John McCallum, 
who had come across from 
his riding in Markham to 
assist Lakhani at the event, 
and offer his expertise on 
the immigration file.

He added that all five 

Chandigarh Centre among 
worst places: McCallum

After dal, 
will it be 
our apples 
for India?
By A Staff Reporter
Several among us may 
know that Canadian pulses 
— dal — end up on Indian 
plates.

Could it now be the turn 
of our apples — one of 
each a day keeps the doctor 
away?

Certainly, Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and his entourage seemed 
interested.

It’s a prospect Kelowna 
Councillor Mohini Singh of 
Kelowna, BC, has been pur-

suing since attending a din-
ner with Modi in Vancouver.

While India grows its 
own apples, it’s not enough 
for domestic consumption. 
Some of the apples it im-
ports aren’t as high a quality 
as the Okanagan can pro-
vide, Singh said.

The idea has also caught 
fire among local farmers, as 
per media reports.

But selling apples to In-
dia isn’t something that will 
happen overnight, Singh 
cautioned.

She referred to recent 
deals to sell Okanagan cher-
ries in China that took years 
of groundwork to make 
happen. Still, fruit could just 
be the start of boosting our 
trade relationship with In-
dia, Singh added.

Modi holds centre stage
By A Staff Reporter
In the final analysis, Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s visit to Canada did 
live up to the hype.

Now all Modi has to do 
is walk the talk.

But talk he certainly did 
— and most of Canada, 
crucially most of the Indian 
diaspora, listened.

Modi himself set the tone, 
when early in his speech at 
Toronto’s Ricoh Coliseum, he 
presented his “greetings to the 
Punjabi satsang” — and this 
was even before he greeted 
the audience with the Gujarati 
trademark: “Kem Cho?”

Despite naysayers, appre-
hensions of protests by Sikhs 
for Justice, Christian groups 

and other sundry activists, 
a certain amount of chaos 
at the events, and even VIP 
guests and the media corps 
being denied entry at the ap-
pointed times while made to 
cool their heels outside the 
venues, once the show be-
gan everyone settled down 
to enjoy it.

Continued on Page 2

$1.6b deals signed... and counting
By A Staff Reporter
Over $1.6 billion of com-
mercial agreements be-
tween Canadian and In-
dian organizations were 
announced during Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s visit to Canada.

The deals cover a wide 
range of sectors, includ-
ing aerospace and defence, 
education, energy, mining, 
infrastructure, sustainable 
technologies, and informa-
tion and communications 
technology.

Among the deals:
AMP Solar Group of On-

tario has signed a memoran-
dum of understanding with 
Chennai-based conglomer-
ate Sun Group to develop, 
own and operate 500MW 
of solar assets in India over 
the next three years.

Quebec-based Azzimov 
Corp has signed a $50 mil-
lion joint venture partner-
ship with Mumbai-based 
O4 Digital Media to offer 
an online video shopping 
platform for India.

Tata Consultancy Servic-
es is investing $100 million 
to set up a new innovation 
and technology commer-
cialization lab in Toronto.

In addition, Clearford 
One Sanitation of Ontario 
has announced four sewage 
treatment projects in India.

Meanwhile, both the 
Caisse de dépôt et place-
ment du Québec and the 
Canada Pension Plan In-
vestment Board have an-
nounced they plan to open 
offices in Mumbai.

Kripa 
Sekhar... 
Wanted to 
know when 
funding for 
non-profits 
would be 
restored

main types of immigration 
— refugees, economic im-
migrants, family, citizens, 
and temporary foreign 
workers (TFWs) — were 
badly in need for reform.

“Particularly family 
sponsorship and the TFW 
system — both are es-
sentially broken. And re-
garding citizens too, the 
Citizenship Act essentially 
creates two classes of citi-
zens. We’re also making it 
harder for international stu-
dents who’ve obtained their 
higher education in Canada 
— and that’s really stupid,” 
noted McCallum.

McCallum would. But 
the litany of woes that 
arose from the audience 
— around a 100-strong, on 
a cold, weekday evening 
— seemed to suggest all 
Canadians, whether visible 
minority or hailing from 
Caucasian roots, are having 
issues with Canada’s cur-
rent policies with immigra-
tion.

Continued on Page 3
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